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1. You are, of course, awere that the OB 1s interested
in the possibility of a3 satellite launching in China. You also
will recsll that AsEmbussy, Tokyo, reported on 13 Augusi thet the
Japanese Foroign Office had besn advised that finel arrangements
had been made during the Xbrushchevs-Meo mseting for launching »

gatellite from Communist Chins this coming 1 Octcber, | | 50X1
| 50X1
50X 1

The Gecgraghy Division of ORR, while studylng possiblli- 50X1

ties for missile test renges in Commmnist China, had noted that stated
reguirements for Soviet ICBM launching sites and geogrmphic factors
togethey reveal one very possible location at which the firsi so-called
Chinesz sarth satellite might be launched.

2. Soviet cooperstion in lsunching & "Chinese” earth satellite
into orbit would be Jikely to include Boviet personvel, Boviet
aiseiles, Sovist lawunching squipment, and Soviet supporting eguizment.
Such & lsunching would be partiounlarly significant if the satellite
were propelled into oxbit in the same manner as wers the three previous
Soviet sputniks leunched at Tyura Tam,

3. Iocational reguivements that would facilitalte the early
launching of & satellite include: adequats rail facilities, suitable
terrain characteristics, sparse population density, optimum climabic
conditions, and available commmications,

he Assuming that the announced event is to be a single par-
formance, Soviet cooperation need not include the construction of a
permenent leunching base. Instead, a Soviet moblle train devaloped
for the operational dsployment of medlum- to long-range ballistic
wissiles wight be used. It iz estimated that a Soviet mobile missile
train would be capeble of transporting missiles or missile sectlons up
%0 70 %o 90-foot long, possibly four or more large and heavy 60-foot
1iguid oxygen transporters per missile, s number of fank cars of liquid
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fuels, o8 meny a8 10 or 13 power gemerstor cars weighing ss much es

113 tons each, snd an indeterminste nunber of cars Ffor persomnel

apd other support. In only one ares of Chine proper could such &
Soviet specialized traln move into the country oa Soviet wide-guuge
tracks., Beyond the geugsechange pointe at Manchouli or Bui-fen ho,

a mobile laumching train would have %o be adapted to standard geuge,

or the equigwent on the train would have to be transferred to Chinese
rolling stock., Even if this were done, movement of the hesavy launching
train over low capacity stretches of Chinese treck would be =2 difficuly
task. On the newly coumpleted Trans<Mongolian railrosd, however, the
gauge changs at Chiening 1s well within the Chinesc bonder.

5. Reagonsbly level terrain would be necesssyy for the develope
sent of rail spurs to service the setellite launching area and the
mobile lsunchisg train and for installation of ground support facllities.
The steppes of Inner Mongolla north of Peiping meet the terraln require-
mants -- they are level to rolling, shortegrass coversd plains.

6. The hazard to the population in the vieinity of the launch
gite is high within s redius of 25 miles and for en even greater
distance around the missile booster impact area -- about 230 %o k60
miles downrange. Aress ssst of a line comnecting Harbin, Pelping, and
Ch'eng~tu generslly appear to be too populated to permit miasile
launchings of this type. In order to conform to asteblished Soviet
{nstrumentation in the northesst, it is probabls that the "Chinese®
satellite would be launched in s northeasterly direction. The hazard
of a missile booster impact rules out possible launch areas in northern
Manchuris. The booster impset area of & launching from the Chi.ning »-
Prangechisng aves, on the other hend, would fall in sparcely populated
Arens .

7. Other lsunching criteria show simtlar looationn). indications.
Low precipitetion and wind speeds in the Chi-ning srea are advanta-
geous for launching operations. Wiveline facilities along the Transe
Mongolian railroad are available for gommunicationg links between
Peiping and the site, as well as for imstrumentation support between
the site, UMan Ge and downrange instrumentstion pointe to the northeast.
A3 hoe vadio communicetious arvangements, of course, might well supple-
maut the land~iine links. Security precsutions would slso be more
aasily enforced, while at the same {ime the location remaine relatively
sccessible from Peiping -» 2 livtle more than 200 alr«mdles away.

8. The estimated operations) reguiremente of a Soviet-sponsored
Chinese eayth satellite missile Jsunching within the next few monthe,
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considersd in mssoctation with the invariables of Chinese geograghy,
suggest the strong possibility of & launching in the Mongolisn steppe
aprthvest of Paiping. Aside frowm the propagsnde heneﬁts to the Bloe
of & suocessful satellite lsumching from this location, Western
leaders might cbbtain firs evidence of Soviet capability to utilize
mebile treins for the deployment of mediume to long-range gulded
wisslle systems.
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Asslstant Director
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